It seems clear that the recent election of direct representatives to the General Medical Council was to a large extent decided on the mid wives' question, and so far as a poll of 54 per cent, of the profession in England can be taken to mean anything, the vote given goes against registration. We need hardly point out how greatly such a vote tends to weaken the influence of the medical profession in regard to any legislation on the subject which may take place. Both sin against the creed of the newly-appointed members of the General Medical Council in that they institute a register and give legal sanction to the practice of midwifery by those who obtain access to it. It will be interesting then to watch the action of these gentlemen. "Will they merely oppose the suggestions of others or will they put forward some plan of their own ? They will probably be content to do the former and will refrain from putting their fingers into the fire. But it cannot be long before something is done to protect the women of England from the vagaries of the uneducated midwife; the question of interest is, What will be done ? Will the law-makers of this country register the midwife and make her independent, or can they be so persuaded of the good faith of the medical profession, and of its sympathy with the general desire to secure the proper education of the midwife, as to be tempted to place her under medical control in the performance of her daily work ? It is here that the recent election will tell against a reasonable settlement, for the politicians who will in the end have to decide this matter can hardly avoid coming to the conclusion that the votes then given express a feeling in the medical profession hostile to the midwife, and this is certainly not likely to increase their readiness to hand her over to the enemy. 
